
MUSKEGON COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 

CLASS TITLE   GENERAL PSYCHIATRIST 
 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF THE CLASS 
A General Psychiatrist, under the clinical supervision of the Medical Director, performs psychiatric assessments and 

evaluations for individuals receiving mental health services. This employee ensures that all documentation of client 

treatment services is complete, timely, thorough and accurate, to meet all agency, state and professional standards.  An 

employee in this class provides psychopharmacological services including medication evaluation, consents, monitoring 

and orders for appropriate laboratory tests, reviews them and authorizes prescriptions.  An employee in this class also 

provides psychiatric treatment, planning and consultation and/or coordination of care for individuals receiving services. 

A General Psychiatrist will provide supervision and teaching to Physician Assistants, Nurse Practitioners as required by 

professional and agency standards.  A General Psychiatrist may provide educational presentations to agency staff and 

community organizations as authorized by agency administration and performs other work duties as assigned.  

 

SUPERVISION RECEIVED 
Under the clinical supervision of the Medical Director and administratively under the agency’s Chief Clinical Officer.  

 

SUPERVISION EXERCISED 
This employee is responsible for providing directions, instruction and training to Physician Assistants, Mid-Level 

Medical Practitioners and Nurse Practitioners to meet all agency, state and professional standards.  

 

TYPICAL EXAMPLES OF WORK PERFORMED 
(The following examples are intended to be descriptive but not restrictive.) 

 

Conducts psychiatric assessments and evaluations that include history of present psychiatric illness, previous psychiatric, 

treatment and/or hospitalization, physical and medical history, family psychiatric history, substance abuse history, 

social background and current mental status of the individual receiving services; 

Provides DSM-IV multi axel diagnosis and makes treatment recommendations;  

Ensures that all documentation is completed within twenty-four (24) hours of service, to meet all agency standards and 

established requirements; 

Provides psychopharmacological services including observation for any negative side effects, medication consents and 

teaching sheets given at time of prescription; 

Provides consultation and/or coordination of care with staff, primary care physicians and other agency providers; 

Participates in agency committees and workgroups as appropriate to complete the coordination of care for individuals 

receiving services;  

Provides direction, instruction and training to a professional staff of Physician Assistants, Mid-Level Medical 

Practitioners and Nurse Practitioners to meet all agency, state and professional standards; 

Provides educational presentations to agency staff as authorized by agency administration; 

Attends mandatory trainings on Recipient rights, Person centered Planning, Infection Control and others to meet all 

agency standards and established requirements;   

Performs other program and client related duties as assigned. 

 

EXPERIENCE, TRAINING, KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES 
A. Required Experience and Training 

1. Must possess a medical degree from an accredited college or university. 

2. Must possess a current State of Michigan Medical License, Controlled Substance License and Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) License. 

3. Must have certification in Adult Psychiatry through American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology Inc. (ABPN), 

OR the ability to achieve certification within one (1) year of employment. 

4. Have post graduate clinical training or one (1) year of experience in the field including diagnosing and treating 

persons with mental illness, developmental disabilities and co-occurring disorders. 

5. Possess a valid driver’s license and the ability to obtain a Michigan Driver License within 30 days of 

employment. 

6. Must have reliable transportation that may have to be used to carry out job duties of this classification. 
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B.   Preferred but not Required 

1. Bilingual candidates highly desired. 

2. Lived experiences with mental illness/developmental disabilities/substance use disorders valued. 

3. Individuals in Recovery and individuals with experience in Armed Services valued. 

 

C. Required Knowledge, Skills and Abilities 

Considerable knowledge of the psychiatric medical field, including assessments, evaluations, psychopharmacology, 

psychiatric best practice, treatment and planning, and coordination of care; 

Considerable knowledge of and ability to deal with difficult and/or emergent psychiatric situations requiring 

immediate decisions in accordance with agency policies and procedures; 

Considerable ability to communicate effectively with distressed and sometimes hostile persons under adverse 

conditions; 

Considerable ability to exercise sound judgment and initiative in analyzing consumer-related problems and 

recommended solutions; 

Considerable ability to communicate effectively in both oral and written form; 

Considerable ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with supervisors, fellow employees 

and the general public; 

Knowledge of motivations, interests, attitudes and personal problems of persons with mental illness, emotional 

disturbance and/or developmental disabilities; 

Knowledge of psychotic medications, their uses and expected effects; 

Knowledge of substance pharmacology and current substance abuse treatment methods as appropriate to job 

assignment; 

Knowledge of community service agencies/organizations and the types of assistance they provide; 

Ability to maintain up-to-date consumer records compliant with content standards. 

 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES 
An employee in this class generally performs sedentary work requiring the occasional lifting of objects weighing thirty-

five (35) pounds or less. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 
A General Psychiatrist generally works at the offices and program locations of HealthWest; however, travel to locations 

within the County may be required. 

 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
Employees in this class with sufficient training and experience, may be considered for promotion to a higher class of 

work, should a vacancy occur. 

   
     Approved by         

       Rich Francisco, Executive Director-HealthWest  

      

      Date         

 

     Approved by         

       Kristen N. Wade, Human Resources Director  

       

      Date         

 

     Approved by         

       Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator 
        

      Date        
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